
TRIBAL BENEFICIAL USES
& FLOWS

State of the Estuary Conference 5/28/2024

Emily Moloney 

Project Manager – California Trout

FORMER Water Program Coordinator 

Buena Vista Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians



FOCUS

• Flows and TBUs

• Roles State & Regional Water Board

• Tools for instream flows
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Protecting Water – a State Framework
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Tribal Water Rights

• Left out of the water right system



Tools for instream flows for TBUs

•Use and leverage State TBU process

•Purchase land with a water right

•Purchase land with a waterbody on or flowing 
through
• California water code section 1700-1707



California Water Code Section 1707

1707.  (a) (1) “Any person entitled to the use of water, 
whether based upon an appropriative, riparian, or 
other right, may petition the board pursuant to this 
chapter, Chapter 6.6 (commencing with Section 1435) 
or Chapter 10.5 (commencing with Section 1725) for a 
change for purposes of preserving or enhancing 
wetlands habitat, fish and wildlife resources, or 
recreation in, or on, the water.”



Tools for instream flows for TBUs

•Use and leverage State TBU process

•Purchase land with a water right

•Purchase land with a waterbody on or flowing 
through
• California water code section 1700-1707

• Instream flow recommendations
• CDFW





Tools for instream flows for TBUs

•Use and leverage State TBU process

•Purchase land with a water right

•Purchase land with a waterbody on or flowing 
through
• California water code section 1700-1707

• Instream flow recommendations
• CDFW

• California Environmental Flows Framework

•Functional Flows framework





Functional Flows

Yarnell et al. 



THANK YOU
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