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Introduction

he San Francisco Bay Area Wetlands Ecosystem Goals Project began in

1995 as a cooperative effort among nine state and federal agencies and
nearly 100 Bay Area scientists. The Project’s purpose was to develop a vision
of the kinds, amounts, and distribution of habitats needed to sustain healthy
populations of fish and wildlife in and around San Francisco Bay (Figure 1).
This vision was presented to the public in the Goals Project’s final report, the
Baylands Ecosystem Habitat Goals:.

Developing the Habitat Goals involved several steps, many of which were
carried out by teams of scientists. First, each team selected “key” animal spe-
cies (or plant communities, in the case of the Plants Focus Team). Then they
compiled available information regarding each species’ historic and modern dis-
tribution, use of habitats, migration, relationship and interaction with other
species, conservation and management issues, and research needs. When time
and data were available, some team members compiled additional information
on life history and other relevant topics. The teams then discussed the habitat
needs of their species and developed initial habitat recommendations. Ulti-
mately, the habitat recommendations of all the teams were integrated to form
the Project’s final recommendations.

Compiling the information on key species and plant communities into
“profiles” was a crucial step in developing the Habitat Goals. Sharing these
profiles enabled team members to better understand the habitat needs of a large
proportion of the bayland’s flora and fauna. It also facilitated the development
of more balanced and diverse habitat recommendations.

When Project participants began sharing the profiles, they realized that
much of the information had never before been compiled They also recognized
that, although some of the profiles were not comprehensive, other researchers
interested in the Bay and its watersheds might find them useful.

The intent of this report is to provide useful information to those work-
ing to restore the baylands ecosystem. However, because the profiles were com-
piled to inform a specific process, this report should not be considered a com-
plete treatise. Rather, it should be seen as a reference and a starting point.
Contact information for the profile authors is included in Appendix A for
the reader who would like additional information or clarification, or who would
just like to continue the process of scientific discussion and discovery.

1 Copies of the Baylands Ecosystem Habitat Goals report may be obtained from the
San Francisco Estuary Project at the address indicated in the front of this report.
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Sources: SFF1 Ecoatlas v.1,50b4; San Francisco
Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board

Figure 1. The Project Area of the San Francisco Bay Area Wetlands Ecosystem Goals Project — The
baylands and adjacent and associated habitats of the San Francisco Bay-Delta Estuary, down-
stream of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
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